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HISTORICAL NOTES. 

WILL OF COL. JOHN GODFREY. 

In the last number of this magazine (page 57) in the article 
of Hon. H. A. M. Smith upon "Old Charles Town and its Vicinity," 
mention is made of the will of Capt. John Godfrey, the son of 
Col. John Godfrey. We now publish in full the will of Col. John 
Godfrey. (So. Ca. Hist. Commission Records of the Governor and 
Ordinary, 1672-1692, page 430). 

He was one of the most capable and vigorous men of the early 
days of the colony, and a very successful soldier (Collections of 
South Carolina Historical Society, vol. 5, page 229, note). Through 
his daughter Mary the wife of Dr. Henry Woodward his descend- 
ants for many generations have been among the most distinguished 
men of the Colony and State of South Carolina. (See Article 
"Some of the Descendants of Dr. Henry Woodward, the First 
English Settler, S. C. Historical Magazine, vol. 8, page 29). 

The will was drawn evidently by himself and he being thus, as 
the lawyers sa,y, inops consilii, it is not so logical and well expressed 
as it might be. His wife's will is recorded in the Probate Court 
of Charleston County, Book 1694-1707, page 132. She survived 
him. 

Carolina. First John Godfrey Senr. of this Province being at 
psent something ill but in his pfect memory for ye: which I give 
the Lord praise & knowing man must have a change but when 
and where he knows not, Have thought it Convenient to settle his 
affairs, and to wait one ye Lord untill my Change Comes, or when 
his good pleasure shall Come to Call my soule, I Committ unto my 
blessed Saviour, being Assured by his pretious Blood And Mediation 
to receive etternall happyness and Joyes in ve world to come, And 
for what worldly Estate yt it hath pleased god to Indue me wth 
all, I doe hereby give and bequeth in Manner and forme ffollowing, 
as to the Interment of my body, I Leave to be buried as my 
Executrix shall see Convenient provided it doth not exceed Twenty 
Pounds, Imprimus first I doe make and ordaine my ever Deare 
and Loveing Wife my whole and Sole Executrix Leaving and 
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bequeathing unto her my Whole estate reall & Personall except 
what is hereafter excepted, And Dureing her Naturall Life One 
* * * * My Will is yt I would have all my Slaves Negroes 
and Indians, Keepe Intire for the proper use of my children &to be 
Delivered unto them after my wives Decease, to Every one Accord- 
ing as I have appointed & Nominated in this Instrument of Wright 
ing here inclosed and Sealed, wch I doe Order not to be opened 
nor Declared untill ye Decease of my wife, and for the conditions 
aforementioned, I Desire yt security be given, yt Noe Embessle- 
ment may or shall be made, untill it shall Come: into ye hands 
of my Children, my meaning is the estate bound over, unto my 
over-Seers in Trust, by my wife to perform the same, who are 
here Nominated Requested and by me Appointed, and hopeing 
they will except and performe the same (who are my beloved 
son Capn John Godfrey, whome I hope he will in all Just things: 
be a True Assistant unto his mother) alsoe Capn: Henry Symons 
& mr. Henry Samways to assist if any occasion be: unto the sd 
Two last, I give and bequeath unto each of them, A Beaver hatt 
to Receive the same within Six months affter my Decease, but 
if please god my wife should alter her condition by Marriage 
then my Will is that the Instrument of wrighting Above sealed 
shall be oppened Published and Declared, and my wife Mary 
Godfrey as now is to stand unto ye Thirds (as ye Law in yt Case 
has provided for) and Dureing this naturall Life of hers, and 
after my wives Decease, all things to be, as is Appointed in ye 
Abovesaid Wrighting, and for what other estate it hath pleased 
god, to Endue me wth, all my Debts & funerall Charges being 
Disbursed for which Debts I doe leave in yt hands of Benjamin 
Ball Gentleman in ye Island of Barbados Two Hundred and odd 
pounds Ster. wch will Comply and pay farr more than I doe or 
cann owe, wch Said Money is by Judgements & when what is just 
is paid & satsified I wood have the Remainder of it Laid out & 
put in a Generall stock & Devided Among my Children Accord- 
ing unto ye Purposs & Meaning I have ordered in my foregoing 
will And these I doe give and Bequeath unto my beloved son 
Capn Jno Godfrey, to receive & Enjoy Imediatly after my Death, 
my silver handled sword and gould wrought Belt, my gould 
Seal ring my Silver headed Cane, my Black Silke sute, & White 
Beavor, my best ffuzee & all my Law Bookes, Together wth 
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four good Sermon Bookes, my black Silke Stockings, and Two 
pair of Black Spanish Leather Shoes, Besides what will follow 
after ye Decease of his Mother And unto my son Richd Godfrey 
I doe to him give and bequeath in the full of all his Portion for 
him to enjoy Emediatly after my Death Except what hereafter 
shall be Excepted (viz my gould Ring wch I had at ye ffunerall 
of Sr. Jno. Yeamans Agget Handled Sword And next Best Belt, 
and all my Mathamaticall Bookes and Instruments, Together 
wth the plantation, which I purchased from James Sheppard; 
And John Chaplin whereon Alexander Clerke doth Now Live wth 
all ye household goods & all ye Neat Cattle & hoggs Thereon 
belonging to me, provided that if he doth Depart this Life Before 
he hath Lawfull Issue, yt then ye said Land and my Parte of 
Catle, wch I doe here give him Returne into our owne family, 
which shall be at his pleasure if he make any will otherwayes 
at the Dispoesall of my Executrix, & overseers, or as Maney of 
them as shall be in Being — And for my son Benjamen Godfrey 
I doe give and Bequeath unto him in manner and forme following 
(Vizt.) my Blacke Sword and Buff Belt my Left handed Gun, 
one small gould ring, My Broad Cloath Coate, and Briches, Be- 
longing to the same, my Black Beavor and one pair of silke stock- 
ings and Two pair of Black Spanish Leather Shoes Besides what will 
follow after ye Decease of his mother but these Imediatly after 
my Decease — And as for my Daughter Mary since hath pleased 
god to provide soee well for her wch I hope he will Continue his 
Blessings to her I doe give and Bequeath unto her, in Manner 
and forme ffollowing (Vizt) one small gould ring, one Sett of gould 
Buckles, four Younge Cowes, and younge Mare, or younge Horse, 
and unto her Husband Lt: William Davis, My fuzee wth the Brass 
Barrrill, and And for what else Shee Must have patience untill ye 
Decease of her Mother &c, : I give and Bequeath to all my grand 
Children Now Liveing to be Equally Parted among them one and 
twenty Heifers, and fourteen Ewe Lambs to say two ap peice, 
to mary Browne my black Mares Last Coult And each of them 
a Horse or Mare, when they shall obtain unto ye age of Twelve 
yeares, each child, and unto my grandson John Woodward, I doe 
give & bequeath my physicall Bookes, or as many of them as his 
grandmother shall think fitt, my True meaning is, yt what I have 
given as Catle and lambs unto my grandchildren, they are to 



HISTORICAL NOTES 137 

receive and enjoy or their parents for them, wch in one yeare & 
one day affter my decease, and furthermore, I give unto my Daugh- 
ter mary Davis, that a full Balance be had and made of her Two 
former Husbands Debts, Robert Browne and Doctr Henry Wood- 
ward, which did any wayes attaine to me, provided my acccount 
is to be fully Ballanced alsoe, that noe further trouble may any 
wayes arise or acrue, and unto my Beloved wife Mary Godfrey, 
I doe give the Ball faced mare and what Increase shee shall have 
after my decease, together with one Indian boy by name Ishmaell, 
and Twenty ews & a Ram for her to dispose to whom shee shall 
think good, one to bestow or give, To my son John Godfrey, I 
give all the land & houseing whereon I now Live, to him & his 
heires forever, after my wives Decease, To my son Benjamin 
my Plantation I bought of John Chaplin & his wife, on ye North 
side of Stoanoe river to him & his heires for ever And to my Daugh- 
ter Mary Davis five hundred Acres of Land Near Shembee, and 
to her heires males for ever, to Mary Brown the halfe of Hobca 
point, and forty acres adjoining unto it, being on ye South side 
of ye said Land, To John Godfrey the son of Capn John Godfrey 
one hundred Acres I purchased from Henry Blanchard, wch was 
John Bullins According to plat and grant on the south side of 
Stonoe River, to him and his heires for ever, And further to streight- 
en and to make all men satisfaction for feare moneys should not 
Come in, and paid According to Expectation, I do leave the Leather 
And Effects of my Town House, and the Leather wch I doe value 
at one hundred pound sterling and if anything should be wanting, 
it must be Compleated, wth out of my Estate, And as for one 
Negroe man by name Samson which I bought from Capn Robert 
Daniell Cost me Twenty five Pounds Sterlling I do leave to pay 
Twenty pounds I Borrowed from my Daughter Davis, wch was of 
the Children of Doctr Henry Woodwards Estate &c And this I 
doe publish to be my Last will and Testament Renouncing all 
former wills whatsoever by me or my Meanes Made, In Witness 
hereof I have hereunto Subscribed my hand and fixed my seale 
this Twelfth day of March Anno Domini one Thousand Six hun- 
dred eighty nine or ninety, and haveing omited some small matter 
wch I doe hereby ordaine and Confirm to my negroe man Jugg 
Sambo, I doe order he shall have one good Cow given unto him 
within one month after my decease wittness my hand as before 
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written, the six Interlines Marked wth a hand I doe allow of 
to be my Act and Deed. 

John Godfrey (Seale). 
Signed, sealed & Delivered in the 
presence of us * * * * 

And be it further remembered that I further declare as my 
will that one parcell of Land, About Twenty Acres by the highway 
that Leads into Country adjoineing unto mr. Barnard Schenck- 
ings and one Close I have in Towne Adjoineing unto Mr. Thomas 
Smiths wch Land, I purchased from mr mathew English, Accord- 
ing to his bill of sale under his hand and seale Recorded in mr John 
Berrisfords office, all wch I leave to be disposed of, as my Exe- 
cutrix and overseers shall think fitt Towards payment of my 
Just Debts this with ye Confirmation of what is before written 
in my will, Witness my hand and seale the day and yeare within 
written. 

John Godfrey (Seale) 
Signed, Sealed and Delivered in the presence of us 

Thomas ffawcett 
the marke X of Henry Leist 
George ff rancklin 



